
News Report. 

The Tribal Research and Training Institute, Pune, has organized a first ever Adivasi themed Film 

Festival from January 10, 2020 to January 17, 2020, in coordination with the Pune International 

Film Festival (PIFF). This unique film festival has been conceptualized and intricately planned 

by the TRTI and the PIFF with the core intention of highlighting the vibrancy of tribal lifestyles, 

their culture, starting discussions on their social issues, etc and compiling all these snippets of 

valuable information in an audio-visual style.  

The competition will be based on the following five themes that relate to tribal life. 

1) Tribal Palaces and Forts in Maharashtra. 

The social political contribution of the tribal community is very rarely seen in history. A 

thorough research and compilation of facts pertaining to tribal royal palaces and the forts they 

built is essential for a holistic understanding of the history of their tribes, which is why it has 

made it to one of the themes of this competition. 

2) The traditional music instruments of the Tribes of Maharashtra. 

The Tribes of Maharashtra have a very rich tradition. In fact the 81 tribes found in the state 

possess a rich repository of over 500 types of musical instruments. These tribal musical 

instruments are handmade entirely of natural materials by the members of these indigenous 

groups. The inclusion of his theme in the film competition aims at showcasing these traditional 

instruments, the melodies they create and its significance to the tribe, to the public. 

3) The traditional attire of the Tribes of Maharashtra  

As Tribal communities live amidst nature, any movies or documentaries made on them are 

expected to reflect their simple yet attractive way of living. These communities create their 

essential clothing using natural materials which are even coloured using pigments made from 

flowers, plants and other elements of nature. The films and documentaries made on this theme 

should highlight these authentic facets of the tribal attires. 

4) The traditional spices and medicines, and the food culture of the Tribes of Maharashtra. 

The tribal food culture is very rich. Made using 100 percent natural ingredients, these tribal 

delicacies are known for their mouth-watering flavours. Through these recently mushrooming 

Ranbhaji festivals, the importance and uniqueness of these wild foods is now being realized by 

the masses. These foods are tasty, nutritious and possess the medicinal value of traditional spices. 

These natural herbs and traditional medicines available in nature are also used for the treatment 

of various ailments. 

5) Modern aspects of the traditional Tribes of Maharashtra  



Perpetuity is a cornerstone of the tribal culture. Their social way of living is one step ahead of 

that of the section of urban populace. Both men and women hold equally crucial roles in any 

tribal community, and thus are given an equal level of respect. Teamwork and management are 

part of the tribal's daily life. Tribal society is modern and free. 

 

The TRTI and PIFF have come together and appealed amateur as well as professional film 

makers to participate in this Film Festival by creating short documentary film of around 5 to 7 

minutes on these of these five topics. 

The deadline for submitting this short film is December 15, 2019. Visit the website 

www.piffindia.com for information on the rules and terms and conditions of this competition. 

While the contestants can submit their short films in any language, the movies made in 

vernacular languages must be accompanied by English subtitles. 

“Films that comprise video shoots taken with mobile phones will not be considered in this 

competition. The short films should be filmed in at least HD1080 format,” said Vishal Shinde, 

assistant director, PIFF. 

This competition is free of charge and open to all. 

“The information, research documents and books pertaining to the five themes of the film 

festival can be accessed at the Tribal Research and Training Institute in Pune. The tribal cultural 

museum and library at the TRTI can also be accessed for research purposes by the film festival 

participants,” said Smt. Nandini Awade, Joint Director, TRTI at the press conference for the 

Film festival. 

Agreeing with her, TRTI Commissioner Dr. Kiran Kulkarni, said “The tribal population in 

Maharashtra is over one crore. This makes it essential to collect relevant information of these 

tribes and showcase their rich traditions and way of living in whatever way possible, especially 

through the audio-visual format which is most impactful when it comes to awareness.” 

We cannot afford the disappearance of our rich tribal culture. That is why it is necessary to strive 

for the upliftment and economic development of these indigenous groups. Effectively creating 

awareness is the first step of this mission. Through this extremely meaningful Film Festival, 

these TRTI will have access to film makers and their short films on the tribe of Maharashtra, 

which can then be shared with the masses through various media avenues. 

“A film is a great way to understand many aspects of tribal life and history. I was pleasantly 

surprised to see a government office like the TRTI collaborating with the PIFF to take up this 

important initiative that involves experimentation, artistry, comprehensiveness and a global 

viewpoint,” said, senior filmmaker Dr. Jabbar Patel. 



“The movies created in this film festival will also be shown at the Yashwant Film Festival 

organized annually in Mumbai as well as the Film Festival in Nagpur,” he added.  

Such Film festivals will be organized by the TRTI and the PIFF on a wider scale in the future. 
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